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1. WE HAVE LEARNED FROM PERM REP SOURCES THAT THE MEETING OF 
THE EC COORDINATING COMMITTEE ON THE EURO-ARAB DIALOGUE, 
WHICH WAS SCHEDULED TO MEET IN ROME ON SEPTEMBER 30, WILL 
NOT MEET UNTIL SOMETIME IN EARLY OCTOBER (OCT. 2-3 MOST 
LIKELY) DUE TO SCHEDULING PROBLEMS. THE COMMITTEE IS EX- 
PECTED TO DISCUSS THE CONTINUING PROBLEM OF HOW TO DEAL 
WITH ARAB PRESSURE FOR AN EARLY MEETING OF THE GENERAL 
COMMISSION. 

2. SOURCES IN A NUMBER OF PERMANENT REPRESENTATIONS HERE 
HAVE INDICATED THAT THE CURRENT STATUS OF THE ISSUE IS 

AS FOLLOWS: THE EC SIDE CONTINUES TO WAIT FOR A DECISION 
FROM THE ARAB LEAGUE COUNCIL MEETING IN OCTOBER, IN 
RESPONSE TO THE AGREED RECOMMENDATION OF THE EURO- ARAB 
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LEVEL MEETING IN NOVEMBER. OUR SOURCES SAY THAT THE 
EC HAS MADE NO REPEAT NO PROPOSAL TO THE ARABS INDI- 
CATING WILLINGNESS TO CONVENE THE GENERAL COMMITTEE 
NOR REACHED ANY IN-HOUSE DECISION TO THAT EFFECT. THE 
EC REALIZES, HOWEVER, THAT THE ARAB INTEREST IN CON- 
VENING THE GENERAL COMMITTEE HAS NOT DIMINISHED AND 
THAT THE ARAB LEAGUE COULD COME BACK IN OCTOBER WITH 
A DEMAND THAT THE NOVEMBER MEETING TAKE PLACE AT THE 
GENERAL COMMITTEE LEVEL. EVEN IF THEY DO NOT DO SO 
IN OCTOBER, THEY ARE BOUND TO RAISE THE ISSUE 
AGAIN BEFORE THE NEXT ROUND. FOR THIS REASON, WE 
ARE TOLD THAT THE EC FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING IN 
VENICE REQUESTED THAT THE PLO PARTICIPATION PROBLEM BE 
KEPT UNDER REVIEW, AND THE EC COORDINATING COMMITTEE 
ON THE DIALOGUE WILL BE WORKING ON A RESPONSE TO AN 
ARAB DEMAND FOR A GENERAL COMMITTEE MEETING WHEN AND 
IF IT IS M ADF..GR F.F.NW AT .D 
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